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Tax inspectors
target Tony Quinn
orgamsatlon

tion following contact with Dia-
TAXi on religious
unullstybdllfea‘y\emm lnd llfes(yle groups. Dialogue
Quinn’
lish

the seminars was taken up by
Quinn advising those attending
that his “life system" would work
best for them if they sold it to
others. . They were given taped

Dubli

e ; .
copies of cheques and receipts

of this part of the
seminar to take homeand told to

lives in the Bahamas as a tax
exile. However, parts of his
organisation are based in Ire-
land. It is understood that the

relating

Over the past few years, Dia-

Acopyof the
tape was obtained by this news-

ed by people who attended Quinn
seminars and claimed to have

paper and an hyp-
notist said that the people, who
could be heard crying out and

Revenue C has were
approached about the tax A multi; Quinn i

affairs of the Irish arms of the charges over €18,000 per person  under Quinn's influence.

Quinn omnhllioll and is ex- for his seminars, which are att- A number of academics then

the money earned ultimately
ends up. There is no suggestion of
any wrongdoing on the vlrt of
the Quinn organisation.

Thetax

endedby

In 2001, an investigation by
this newspaper showed there
were questions about Quinn's
teachings.

Th

examined Quinn’s lifestyle phi-
losophy, called Educo. Professor
Ciaran Benson, head of UCD's
psychology department, said the
system was “simplistic in the

the Quis i

a signil period of time at

Pt
able research”.

Teachers’ unions to
discuss merger

HELEN MURRAY

‘THE country’s two main sec-
ondary teacher unions, the ASTI
and the TUI, will discuss a merg-
er during this week’s annual

taking top priority at the con-
vention.

Atits convention in Limerick,
the ASTI will discuss solutions to
the growing problem of behav-
ioural problems exhibited by

Charlie

tral Executive Committee of her
strong misgivings over double
and false claims which may have
been made (and paid) for non-
ASTI business.

Suhs!andaxd school buildings

Easter ‘The unions
will consider the move in an
effort to become a more signifi-
cant force to pursue improved
pay and conditions for teachers.

TUI president Derek Dunne

pupils.

Lennon has called for the imple-
‘mentation of a National Action
Plan on Promoting Student
Behaviour, which_includes

INTO conven-
tion in Bundoran, where prima-

ry school teachers will consider
aday of all-out strikeaction ina
bid to coerce the government to

greater

said a joint d-level teach-
ers’ union would give teachers
tremendous strength within the
public sector. “The pay cam-
paign, which has dominated the
past three years isa good enough
reason in itself for greater unity"
he said.

Elsewhere on the conference
circuit, the ASTI will reconsider

and
training for teachers.

One topic expected to ignite
sparks at the ASTI convention is
the issue of expenses after it
emerged that the honorary trea-
surer of the union, Patricia Wroe,
had concerns that areas of the
ASTI expense system were non-
Revenue compliant. Last week,

all building/refur-
bishment work in schools with
substandard accommodation.
Following the dismissal last
August of a Co Meath Gaelscoil
principal after a row over reli-
gious instruction, the INTO is
expected to initiate discussions
with the National Council for
Curriculum and Assessment
(NCCA) to establish an appro-

Irish collectors
of artto seek
compensation
in class action

HELEN MURRAY

MANY of Ireland's leading art
collectors, such as multi-mil-
lionaire Michael Smurfit and
Merrion Hotel owner Lochlann
Quinn, may seek compensation
from the world's topart houses in
aclass-action lawsuit to be heard
in the US later this year.
Theaction has been taken fol-

The commission did not fine
Christie’s because it had come
forward and confessed the col-
lusion in January 2000.

Although the former Sothe-
by's chairman Alfred Taubman
has been convicted and jailed,
his opposite number at
Christie’s, Sir Antony Tennant,
has refused to appear before a
US court and cannot be extra-

former Sotheby's chairman,
Alfred Taubman, who was jailed
and fined £5.4m in 2001 for oper-
ating a massive illegal price-fix-
ing cartel with arch-rival
Christie’s.

Anyone who participated in
non-internet auctions with
Sotheby'sand Christie's outside
of the US between 1993 and early
2000 is eligible to be included in
in the ‘Kruman action’, sched-
uled toappear beforea New York
court in June.

All Irish customers, includ-
ing galleries and individual buy-
ers and sellers, were sent
notification of the pending Kru-
man case last week and will be
automatically included in the
class action unless they inform
the American court otherwise
by 23 May 2003.

The action follows a domestic
class action taken in 2001 when
American buyers and sellers
were awarded $512m in compen-
sation for the price-fixing.

Sotheby'sand Christie’s have

tothe set-

dited
acriminal offence in the UK.

Itis ameasure of the massive
scale of the international art
trade that Sotheby's $13m fine
was the equivalent of only 6% of
the house’s annual turnover.

A prime example of the stag-
gering sums earned on sales was
last summer’s auction of aredis-
covered Rubens masterpiece,
The Massacre of Innocents,
which was sold in London for
£49.5m.

Closer to home, Irish artist
Louis Le Broquy's Travelling
Woman with a Newspaper was
sold at Sotheby’s for £1,158,500
in May 2000. William Orpen’s
Man from Aran was sold at
Christie’s for £500,000 in May

1999,
Multi-millionaire Michael
Smurfit's extensive collection is
due to go under the hammer in
May, with the first 10 out of 500
paintings to be sold by Sotheby’s.
The art house anticipates
sales in excess of £1.8m for the
batch of Irish paintings, which
1y rtant works by Sir

tlement fund.

Everyone included in the
action will receivea minimum of
$20 compensation dependingon
the price of their purchase, but
those who wish to pursue their
own individual claim could

William Orpen, JackBYeutsund
Louis Le Brocq

Christie's and Sotheby’s are
the leading players in the auc-
tion world, controlling 90% of
the market. Christie’s was estab-
lished in London in 1766, It has

more.

The European Commission
ruled last October that Christie's
and Sotheby's had violated the

been a subsidiary of the French

Artemis company since 1998.
Sotheby's, alsofounded in the

18th century, is publicly listed

its position outside of the Irish  The Sunday Tribune confirmed priate religious programme to European Union’s competition on the London and New York
Cor T i that i reflect the growing diversity of rules by price-fixing and conse-  stock exchanges. Taubman is its
withamotiontorejoin Congress  bersof the union'spowerful Cen-  pupils. quently fined Sotheby's$13m.  major shareholder:
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