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With disinfectant procedures already in place, New Ross is in
the midst of the battle against Foot and Mouth Disease.
Outside the local co-op, the sense of fear is palpable as

reporter Aisling Donnelly discovered.

Fearing the worst

uid, but it is the faces of
those calling to the local co-
op, which reveal the extent of
}he Foot and Mouth epidem-
c.

For over a week, the Glan-
bia co-op in Marshmeadows
has been inundated with
demands for disinfectant
with farmers as well as con-
cerned local people attempt-
ing to build a barrier of
defences against the dreaded
disease.

Besides concern for their
own livelihood, those gath-
ered outside, the co-op on Fri-
day were visibly anxious
about the lasting effects an
outbreak of Foot and Mouth
Disease (FMD) could have on
the country, particularly in
terms of the economy and
employment.

Glanbia worker, Julie
Power from Ballyedock,
Campile is only too well
aware of the dangers associ-
ated with the disease. Com-
ing from a farming back-
ground, she had already

procedures at her farm, how-
ever, she expressed concern
that the Government did not
act quickly enough in pre-
venting FMD entering the
country.

‘I am very concerned about
this. I have a farm myself and
we have sheep and horses. I
definitely would not like to
see Foot and Mouth Disease
coming in here. The situation

ST

‘The |
situation|
is getting |
more |
serious
by the
hour’

disease hitting the county,

fectant mats in place. If the
disease does arrive here, it
will affect everyone. There
will be so many people out of
work,’ the Duncannon
woman emphasised.

As a livestock farmer,
Ballysop native Richard

‘T would be very afraid that
it's already here. The Depart-
ment of Agriculture did act
fairly quick, but it is mostly
livestock hauliers and lorry
men who should have taken
earlier precautions. This will
be a very serious thing if it
comes into the country,’ he
said anxiously.

Cattle farmer John Doyle
from The Rower shared simi-
lar concerns about the future
of Irish agriculture.

‘I am scared about this. The
danger is that there will be
no market for cattle if the dis-
ease break out here. At the
moment, it is hard to know if
it will arrive, but I think it
will be difficult to keep it out
of the country. No one
thought it would break out as
quickly’

The question of whether
enough preventative and cur-
tailment measures were
undertaken in the UK was
raised by concerned
Charleton Hill resident, Bri-
die Byrne.

“This is a very serious situa-
tion. The country could be
devastated if we get the dis-
ease. The fact is, it will affect
everybody in terms of jobs,
schools and even food short-

Glanbia store-
man, Richard Banville from
Garryduff, Campile




