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A STORY of political intrigue
involving a Fianna Fail sena-
tor, a Fine Gael TD, a £25,000
cheque and a community cen-
tre has added spice to political
life in Co Westmeath.

It all began when Senator
Donie Cassidy, the Fianna Fail
leader in the Seanad who
hopes to be elected to the Dail
next time out, called a meeting
in his home town of Castlepol-
lard as the first step in his elec-
tion campaign.

He invited local people,
county council officials and
the parish priest to the meet-
ing at which he announced a
strategy to help the parish
priest raise money for the
community centre. Cassidy
told the gathering that he had
secured a pledge of £25,000
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Forde said the company had
changed a statement on the

Stephen Collins.

from Senator Edward Haugh-
ey, one of the country’s lead- |
ing businessmen, and another
one of £20,000 from the Ireland
fund, for the benefit of the
community centre.

However, one of the people
present told the local Fine
Gael TD Paul McGrath of the
pledges. He contacted Haugh- |
ey to find out if it was true. |
Not only did Haughey confirm |
his pledge but he sent the |
money to the Fine Gael man.
“I have the £25000 cheque
here. 1 have never seen a
cheque this big in my life,”
McGrath told The Sunday Tri
‘bune yesterday before setting
off for Castlepollard to pre-
sent it to the parish priest

advertised in his newspaper
Blueprint for Smful Living.

product
gestion of a medicinal claim,

“We do not wish to make med-
ical claims for any of our food
supplements. We do not want
any to be licensed as medi-
cines,” he said.

The IMB wrote to the Tony
Quinn group last September
about another item in its range,
a ‘mind alert’ product, asking
that it be either reformulated so
it would no longer be deemed a
medicine, or reclassified - a
process that would require
authorisation from the IMB.

Forde said the ‘mind alert’
product fell foul of the IMB
because the product's old
brochure, which made refer-
ence to St John's Wort, was pro-
duced before the herb was
reclassified as a prescription-
only ingredient. Forde said this
was “entirely an oversight".

‘The third product, which the
IMB considers to be a medicine,

In its . it quotes a
BBC docume'n'ary on ageing in
which “some experts in the field
suggested it was the most
advanced product of its kind
available”. The IMB believes
this is a medicinal claim but
would not elaborate any further
to The Sunday Tribune.

Some of the products sold in
Tony Quinn health stores are in
the so-called ‘borderline’ cate-
gory: vitamins or mineral-con-
taining products which occupy
a position between medicines
and food supplements.

Among the products sold is
creatine, a food supplement cur-
rently sold without licence, but
which may become subject to
new directives on food supple-
ments and traditional medi-
cines which are currently being
prepared by the EU.

Among the measures being
explored are regulations on
maximum allowances, labeling

is a ‘life mix’ which, and licensing
like the others, is sold in requirements.
Quinn’s health stores and News Focus, Pages 14-15 |
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The images on this site should be seen only
on www.dublincorp.ie

If you see them anywhere else, we would
appreciate your e-mail of the URL you saw
them on to

press@dublincorp.ie

We look forward to restoring service to yqn
as soon as we have resolved the pmblom

The dramatic message greeting anyone logging on to Dublin Corporation’s traffic-monitoring site recently

Corporation blocks traffic web pages

Ministers
unhappy

at spend

limits

'SOME senior ministers have expressed reser-
vations in private about the plan to raise signif-
icantly the spending limits for candidates at the
next election, The Sunday Tribune has learned.
For the present, however, the decision stands,
although one governmenl source said the situa
tion was still *

Shortly be(ore Christmas the government
approved a scheme to increase the amount that
candidates will be allowed to spend during the
next election campaign. The plan has aroused
fierce criticism from the opposition parties who
have accused Fianna Fail of preparing the
ground to buy the election.

Legislation to give effect to the new limits
was introduced in the Seanad during the week
by the minister for the environment Noel
Dempsey as part of the Electoral Amendment
Bill, which also provides a legal basis for the
introduction of electronic voting.

Under the terms of the Bill, the spendlng
limit for in three-seat
will be raised from £14,000 to £20,000, in a four-
seater from £17,000 to £25.000 and in a five-seater
from £20,000 to £30,000. The opposition parties
have claimed that the changes will allow Fianna
Fail to spend an extra £1m in the next election.

In the Seanad, the minister defended the
move saying it was important that expenditure
limits be set at a level which would permit the
running of an effective campaign without the
need to engage an army of accountants and
financial advisers to keep within unduly

to stop US sites stealing images

JUST when you thought Dublin
Corporation couldn't have any
more gridlock problems, they found
out last week that cyberspace high-
way men have stolen our traffic.
The Corporation has been forced
to close down its internet traffic-

Richard Oakley

ration to check the city’s traffic is
now being met with a fixed image
and a message that reads “Our
images have been stolen!” It goes on
to explain that the images on the

found
| that the live feeds from cameras all
| around the city were being used on
US sites promising a glimpse of the
Emerald Isle. The Corporation’s
web team last week decided to stop
the pictures of traffic being dis-
played or updated until they can
find out which sites are involved
and inform them that they want to
be credited for the pictures.
Anyone logging on to the Corpo-

Id be seen only on the offi-
cial Corporation website and then
appeals to internet users for help in
tracking them down.

A spokeswoman for the Corpora-
tion, Ailish Smyth of the web unit,
explained that the decision to stop
live pictures being relayed was
taken when it became known that
other sites were using the pictures.
She said the Corporation wanted to
find out exactly who is using the

images and whether or not they are
crediting the Corporation as their
source. She said the Corporation
had gone to great expense to set up
the system, and was now consider-
ing its future as a result of the activ-
ities of the other sites.

“We're not sure where we stand
legally on this one. We would like
other sites to at least credit us, but
we don't know yet if they are oblig-
ed todo so. It is a bit of a grey area
and we are currently trying to find
out if there are any laws that apply
1o this. So far we know of a number
of sites involved and we are hoping
that we will find out what other
ones are using the pictures soon,”
she said.

She added that the shutting off of
the service was temporary and said
the site would be operating again
soon. There are in the region of 60
traffic cameras now operating in
the Dublin area and they are used
mainly to help the Corporation’s
Traffic Control Centre to monitor
traffic and illegal parking.

The images, however, are also
used by the public to help in route
planning and have been available at
the Corporation’s site for some
time.

WEBLINK
J@ www.dublincorp.ie
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restrictive amounts.

“Following the next general election I do not
want members of the Dail from any side to be
under investigation by the commission for
moderate expenditure over the limits, which I
am sure would happen were the present
amounts to remain. The revised limits [ am
proposing are based on the principle that an
effective election campaign is an essential ele-
ment in the democratic process. Clearly, the
determination of appropriate limits is a matter
of judgement. My judgement is that the pro-
posed limits in the Bill are reasonable, balanced
and workable and provide an appropriate
framework for the regulation of election expen:

ture.”

However, despite the defence put up by
Dempsey, it is believed that some ministers are
still unhappy at the decision, and there is a pos-
sibility that it could be modified if it provokesa
very negative public response.

Fax: (01) 661 4656

Holidays of a lifetime

of these beautiful central European capitals
of Prague, Budapest & Vienna. 4 & 5 star
Hotels, City Tours of all cties, fully escorted

W Helsinki, St. Petersburg & Tallinn
April 14th & 16th. June 30th & July 7th
Discover Finland, Russia & Estonia on this
exciting 7 night tour - /4 Star Hotels, City
Tours of all cities, & day cruise to Tallinn £699

Discover China & Beijing £795
May 16th - A Special 7 nights in Chinain a4
Star Hotel, half board. Tours to the Great
Wall, Forbidden City, Temple of Heaven &
much more. Fully escorted. Places Limited

Stunning Sorrento & Rome £799
**~ une 8th, July 16th - 7 nights half board in the
Ll 'Ex(luswe 5%#*++ La Pace Hotel in Sorrento,
with excursions to historic Rome & Pompeii.
Magic of Lake Garda, Venice
£ & Verona - Only £499
4 May2nd. Enjoy a relaxing 7 nights half
JiT  boardin a 4 Star Hotel in beautiful Arco
with tours to wonderful Venice & Verona

Sunny Sitges & Barcelona £599
May Sth & 12th. June 2nd, 9th & 16th
Enjoy sunny relaxing 7 night holidays in chic

Star Hotels, Transfers & City Tour of Barcelona.

Speaal Easter City Breaks
PRAGUE - April 15th for 4 nts - £459

ague May 4th & June st - 3
nights - 3/4 Star Hotels, all transfers &
sightseeing tours from £399

Helsinki for St. Patricks £399
Departs March 16th - 3 nights - 4 Star Hotel
A wonderful break in Helsinki in 4 Star
Luxury with sightseeing tour, saunas and all
transfers. Final Availability
The Barcelona Grand Prix - £599
April 27th - Return Flights to Barcelona,
3 nts in 4 Star Hotel in Tarragona. All transfers
and general entrance for both days.

"“ New York for St. Patrick’s - £599
‘ March 15th - Flights & 4 nights in New York

“OFF THE RECORD"!

- RTE Licence Fee: £50 more, or £70 less?

http://indigo.le/~ imr
/offtherecord.htm
Media
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DIPLOMA IN COUNSELLING PSYCHOLOGY & THERAPY
Two Year Part-Time
Home Study Distance Learning Course
*xox ok x
CERTIFICATE IN COUNSELLING PSYCHOLOGY & THERAPY
One Year Part-Time
Home Study Distance Learning Course

oo

For Full Details Send Large S.A.E. to:
COUNSELLING ASSOCIATION OF IRELAND
Newpark Adult Education Centre
PO BOX 6989, Blackrock, Co. Dublin
Postal enquiries only please

A Business

Centre .-
Difference!

Is your office convenient to the
City Centre?

Are you paying too much rent?
Have you Car Parking?

Have you ISDN and LAN?

Is your lease flexible?

Do you have Board/Meeting
rooms & Canteen?

Does your rent include secunty,
rates, X!
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Mourne Mountains

Where the Mountains of Mournes

sweep down to

[v®, Guided Walking
Breaks, £55.00 stg*

1 Golfing Breaks, £95.00 stg*
Y Horse Riding, £65.00 stg*

€ Deep Sea Fishing, £65.00 stg*
W Angling, inc. Carp, £70.00 stg*
4 Falconry Breaks, £70.00 stg*
# Painting Breaks, £95.00 stg*
W Pottery Breaks, £120 00 stg*

8 Craft Breaks, £70.00 stg*
i siver sty samed o, sk i
«prces e rom above o 2 g
348 erste, b shareg
For colour brochure
Tel: (ROI) 048 4176 9965
tybre

Can you match

£39

per person per week?

"ﬂ\cmism,mi'sﬁmyou
called us

NCHMOND BUSINESS CAMPUS

Ring 01 8090400

dbusi

*SUBJECT TO TERMS AND VAT.
OFFER FOR BOOKINGS BEFORE 11 MARCH 2001

HYPNOSIS

® Professional Hypnotherapy training course.
® Open learning Diploma. includes modules and advanced practical training
heid in Griffth College, South Circular Road, Dublin 8.

The Spring
Collection
*kkkkkk
*kkkk
*kk
*k

*
* Gardening with
Helen Dillon
« Cooking
Demonstrations
“The Famous Truffle”
* Modern Irish Art
& Artists
* Home & Garden with
our Garden Designer
Sandra Cosgrove.
And lots more ... at
KELLY’S
RESORT HOTEL
Rosslare
Call today for our Spring
Activity Brochure

(053) 32114

® Train for private practice with Ireland’s leading
Institute of clinical Hypnotherapy
&

the

® Approved Certification by the Irish Hypnotherapists Examiners Board.

INSTITUTE OF CLINICAL HYPNOTHERAPY & PSYCHOTHERAPY
Therupy House. 6 Tuckey Streer, Cork Ciry:
Tel: 021-4273575

Email: hypnosis@ ol ie
Phone or write for Free pro

whypmosiseire.com

s and demr cassette.
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LUXURY BEDROOMS ® LOCATED IN THE HEART OF ENNIS

WMidiveok Breaks Bueks
£’77 Tel: 065-6828127
2808 and 1D FEOSRBN 4 g t7D

email: oghotel@iol.ie
ite: b

the sea rigeyirisen

Enjoy a short break in the Mournes

4 Day Coach Tour
Mourne Mountains

£269.00 stg p.p. sharing
Staying in the 4 Star
lieve Donard Hotel, Newcastie
3 Nights, Dinner, B&B.
Tour the majestic
Mourne Mountains,
visit St Patrick’s Grave,

Giant’s Causeway
and Glens of Antrim
and Bronte Homeland

20th - 23rd August
10th - 13th September

Mourne Activi
REAKS

Try the Creevy
Experience.....

Situated on the wild Atlantic
coastline of Co. Donegal,
our beautifully reconstructed
4% self i

Owr Tuescany Joeur
iy

JW The Best

Fly Aer Lingus or Alitalia scheduled day flit h(
direct to Rome. De luxe coach transfer to t
hilltop town of Chianciano in the heart of
Tuscany nights first class 4% | town centre
ith pool, air conditioning. Includes half board
full buffet breakfast and dinner. Escorted day
tours to Florence. Siena & San Gimignano.
Perugia and Assisi, the home of St Francis.
Holiday based in Chianciano - no changing
of holels and leisurely touring.
lepartures between
Easter Sunda 15 April and October.
Price from £769 + Tax

TUSCANY First Class 4% Apartments
7 nights from £598 per tax
18 March, 4 nights £532 pp + tax
Easter 13 April, 6 nights £798 pp + tax
Easter 14 April, 7 nights £599 pp + ux
PARIS Easter 13 April, 4 nights including
‘Tales of Hoffman". First Class 4% Hotel
Intercontinental £649 pp + tax

NEW 2001 BROCHURE NOW AVAILABLE
PHONE: 01-6705123
HARRY CAHILL
QUALITY TOURS

traditional slo{:c cottages “"e'e
comfort and convenience for all,
with wheelchair accessibility.
Why not try
Sea Angling
Al cottages have dedicated
angling facilities.
Experience the thrill of sea
angling year round on the 33ft
charter vessel Duanai Mara,
a fully licensed Aqua Star,

equipped with life jackets,
xMwndcn ﬁsh finders,

Scm\lc coaml wm
excellent beaches with
golf and all outdoor pursuits

on your
Phone/Fax: 072-5289%
email: creevy@iol.ie

Stinday Tribune
COMPETITION WINNERS

Italian Grand Prix Trip for Two with Fanatic
Travel in association with Open House
Ronan McAuley, Bettystown, Co Meath.

Romantic Weekend at Fitzpatrick Castle,
courtesy of Tesco
Margaret Gregg, Newbridge, Co Kildare.

Holistic Weekend at The Sligo Southern Hotel
John Moore, Collins Ave., Dublin 9.
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VECSI Donaldson
FOR FRANCE
July /August 2001 & Lytﬂe
Student sp"ng Stock
Programme Clearance

Flights organised from Dublin
& Cork 1o Paris
plus TGV onwards
accompanied by Irish group

NOW
ON

leaders.
Transition year programme 114 Lower Georges St,
is available all year round
For details contact: mb“n
Tel: 021 484 1470 co.
Fax: 021486 3344 Tel: 01-2808454

Budapest & Prague
7 Magical Days for just £599

Lines Open Today Sunday from 2= 6pm




