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Deadly rat disease death sparks food storage alert

potential contamination. Chief specialist
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public alarm and said the link between drink-

By TREACY HOGAN
Environment ing from a bottle or can “is very tenuous .

< : stressed that preventative measures did not < We the public to continue enjoying their bbish left unattended, in
which is rats, was issued [OR% L, DU trade but right across  humans and animals. It is an occupational g0 "0l iR b ' want industry 16 take Erves ke Fondutus a0 sorwd.
yesterday by the Food Safety (504 processing and packaging industries. Mrm who work outdoor or With e simple sieps to ensure that their premises @ The bacteria Leptospira, which causes the
Authority as it emerged that seven “There are many products that are eaten "“"‘"—mm“l'""";'d“‘;"m M"':l‘; are free from potential contamination”. disease, will be killed by good sanitation.

T:opbh';:ewnmcuditintheput The Authority said last night that of those
mon!
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straight from the packet and the food industry gy im; lakes or rivers that may be
i all stages of the food chain must be aware i e o T Y b2 91" who were confirmed to have contracted the
ir responsibility to consumers,” he said. After an incubation period of approxi. discase last year, four were from Dublin, one
“The integrity of the packaging is just a5 m_ﬁ“n“..nmom,’ in Carlow and one in Tipperary.
mmnuuymndmmm chills, muscle aches, vomiting, jaun- The authority said industry can greatly
‘The Authority says the disease can infect di:nndnmum-ynwarnuhw‘whh reduce the risk of contamination by following when taking part in
contact with water, food or  rare, may occur if it is left untreated. preventative 3

‘The Authority (FSAI) called on industry to
Mr Ellard said he did not want to cause

take measures to ensure their premises are free

humans
soil containing urine. It can affect both

‘measures:
® Rodent control, through ensuring the

Girl (16)

serious in
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of brain
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By RALPH RIEGEL
THERE have been four
suspected meningitis out-
breaks in Cork city
county, one of wlnch
lnvolvu a m-yur old prl

m cases, ndndu the l&

year old are from

|l|¢ city; the olhm are

from different locations in
the county.

Two each are young

i teenagers with

children

three boys and one .
Last night, the Southern
Health Board declined to
comment on specific cases.
However, the most serious
is understood to be the 16-
year old from Regina
Mundi College who is criti-
cal.

‘Three of the patients are
being treated at Cork Uni-
wversity Hospital.

So far this year, the
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A £1.5bn expansion plan by
Intel involving 1,000 new
jobs at its Co Kildare plant
has been appealed to An
Bord Pleanala citing claims
of environmental airborne
pollution and traffic
problems in the area.

The appeal by local man John
Colgan, of the Toll House, against

early detection and prompt
administration of strong
antibioti vital for suc-

Symptoms include a
rash or purple skin
blotches;

severe

infants difficult to wake.

Towns in
fight for
status

‘THE mayors of Sligo, Dro-
gheda, Wexford, Clonmel
and Kilkenny are to meet
on Monday to discuss the
threatened ing of
their administrations from
borough to wvn council in

is being
Gui

mature pending the completion of
the M4 interchange. He also
expresses fears over animal health.

and carcinogenic
solvents into the atmosphere,
including ic and hydro-
fluoric acid and copper salts of
these acids.

“As these are related to the pro-
duction of wafer units at the Intel

are anph.lnully rejected by Intel,
while the

Agency insists that the company is
fully compliant with its integrated
pollution control licence.
Permission for the massive
expansion was granted by Kildare
County Council in May but Bord
Pleanala is not expected to decide
the appeal before October.
Although the Board is not per-
mitted to release details of observa-
tions sent to it, Desmond Guinness
has confirmed that he has sent a
signed letter expressing fears over
envmm:nl.ll pollution from emis-
sions. w The also expresses
concern at increased traffic levels.
A number of other locals have
written to the Bord about the mat-
ter. MrColpnny-hmenp;-I
he has no objection in principle to
Intel developing Mr lands to
expand lbar microchip business.
However, he belicves insufficient
conditions have been attached to
their doing so.

HEALTH FEARS

He claims the expansion as
ently proposed willincrease hull.h
hazards to the Leixlip community,
especially due to commuter
vibration and exhaust emissions.

He questions the adequacy of
the State’s environmental and
health monitoring bodies to safe-
guard locals’ Eullh. especially

Bill.

‘The mayors are meeting
at Sligo City Hall with the
chairperson of the -
tion of Municipal Authori-
ties of Ireland, Aileen
Payne.

The meeting is the latest
in a campaign to preserve
the status and services of
borough councils under
threat of downgrading.

against growing public disquiet at
perceived high levels of human can-
cers and reports of animal ill-health
in the district.

Mr Colgan also claims that local
infrastructure is inadequate to the
proposed expansion, whlch he
describes as “premature’

An observation to Bord Plean-
ala by Desmond Guinness states
that he endonu Mr Colgan’s sug-
gestion that the development is pre-

An Environmental Impact assess-
ment carried out on behalf of Intel

bulndonruulﬁn‘muwm_

guidelines.
An Intel spokesman
had lodged a rebuttal to Mr
Colgan’s appeal and confident

due process would take place at
Bord Pleanala.
He said the appeal claims
without foundation and said dm
Intel was typically operating at
somewhere between 75pc to 95pc
below their EPA licence limit.

our environmental performance is

to a very high standard and the

EPA is also on the record with that | @ Early arrivals at the Fleadh in Enniscorthy yesterday were (from top) Niamh Hand and Aoife Mullins
view.” he added. from Malahide, Co Dublia and Davie Milier from Eaniscorthy Picture.

The EPA has told Leixlip Town
Commissioners that Intel bas com-

tha activities are hav-
ing any adverse impact on the local
environment.

‘The agency said this was con-
firmed in audits, site inspections,
monitoring returns and sam-

pling/analyses carried out by the By SARAH MURPHY

agency. A THIRTY-five-foot sculpture of a
Intel says the present road net- | man towering over the river

‘work was operating close to capac- | s sure to capture the of

ity at peak hour periods but a link | some of the expec-

road to the M4 motorway bypass- | ted to attend this year's Enniscorthy

|
Notice

The Office located at 85 - 93 Lower Mount
Street, Dublin 2 will be closed to personal callers
from 28th August - 3rd November 2000 inclusive
for refurbishment. You can of course continue to

contact us by telephone at (01) 6474000.
During this time our staff will be happy to deal

These offices will be open to the public from

age of 15.

Opposition performers.
that in Government his party would This evening,
introduce a wage of between £28 and £36
per week.

“This will be means-tested and tar-
geted at low income families where the

autumn and finish in 2002 lilaois sculpture
befmthnpninloﬂhn-wﬂj:: Jﬁ%ﬂ‘ﬁm ——
helping greatly to relieve pressure Bui Bolg to celebrate the Fleadh’s
on the centre of Leixl anniversary and the increasing
sumber of people attending the
FG in pupil || soimmms
formers are
9 p p . 4 um“
In over 40 com|
wage promise "The Fleadn will be opened by the
chairman of Comhaitas Ceoltoiri
FINE Gael yesterday promised an Edu- M
cational Youth Wage to encourage early Over the weekend, the Millennium
school leavers to stay at school past the stage will host three concerts featur-
Ing some of the best traditional Irish

leader John Bruton said

: PJ Browne Killed talling

Musicians dust down the |=m-oo
fiddles as Fleadh klcks off | EEREEL

with your queries at either of the following greatest financial pressure to leave school | | (0 ‘r,:,:,
locations: sarly and go.1o work exiets,” he ssid. “This is one of the biggest festi-
The wage is part of a £100m package [ [ ., T8 S Sl SN
Central Revenue Information Office promised by Fine Gacl to tackle educ- | | ¢1om in revense 1o
9 tion: lvantage. Eddie N# Public
Cathedral Street (off Upper O’Connell St.) Other clements sl include Tocal edu- | | L S e e crent
Dublin 1. cation networks to provide services popularity of the festival is
e nfoemtion inside and outside schools; a resource | | posed on the lively
Reven ormal Office fund for in-school programmes to pay | | chance to meeting old friends and
Level 2, The Square for initiatives designed to meet children’s | e ¢radition associated with the
Tallaght particular needs and the promotion of | | eyent. private sponsors.
in 24, new assessment methods.
Dublin 24.

09.30hrs to 5.00hrs each day Monday to Friday.
We regret any inconvenience caused.

Revenue %

‘Website http://www.revenue.ie

Toxic scare halts harvest of shellfish

HIGH levels of toxic algae in shellfish
has led to the temporary closure of 33
shellfish production units along the
west coast.

If humans consume these shellfish
it can cause a variety of health prob-
lems. Shellfish farmers are taking a
financial hammering again this year
because of a ban on harvesting in a
number of bays and estuaries.

By TREACY HOGAN
and TOM SHIEL

Rises in water temperature and the
runoff of nitrates and phosphates
from the mountains are blamed for an
increase in algae which causes toxins.

Ahhouh lhc bloom a not hlrlnl‘u.l

lbellﬁlll pouonml (DSP) in humans
who consume the shellfish.

The Irish Shellfish Association has
called for more research into the
causes and a2 more frequent monitor-
ing programme for the bays.

Meanwhile, The Shannon Regional
Fisheries Board is to undertake a

uxadyol'l.nu‘llkmnllnlhem
tion of pike stocks. The

in water quality on the River Shannon
is causing serious concern.




