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Java brewing storm
As the markets look nervously on, Bill
Gates’ troubles could be only begin-

ning. The real threat is likely to come
from the claims courts, not from Judge

Stop worrying about IT

ASPs will allow firms
4 to outsource IT
", functions. Matthew
23 Magee reports

MONGST all the claims
‘made about Information

‘Technology (IT), perhaps
the most impressive is

that two of Europe’s biggest
economies, the UK and

a larger number of companies |  that now it seems to have solved  panies in each market will be
‘which still control the software on one of its own major difficulties ing software from ASPs
almost all of the world's PCs. Any dis- | jn business environments. by the middle of next year,
of could well con- Itisa according to the I
+ | clude that the same will happen tothe | business life that the IT depart- The aim of ASPs is to elimi-
Baby-Bills as happened to the Baby ment causes a business nate the need for every company
Bells when the US national phone com- and thattherestof the to have an IT department in
pany was broken up: a tighter ‘company is the root of mostof an  house, and to offer the same func-
the between them than Ma Bell | T department's tions on a contracted basis to companies and analysts
could ever have of. riesof many firms, offer gota grasp of the size of the mar-
News broke this week that Sun ties  of scale. kets we were able to start sell-
Microsystems is likely to join the with training of staff and a lack “If 1build an infrastructure, I ing.”
in baselis " said ‘When a company uses an ASF,
Microsoft, this time over its mis- ness and its IT department are . “If 1 spread that over 200 they simply connect to the host’s
handling of Sun’s Java language. ‘most. there is a certain cost per systems over the inter-
Anti-trust judge Jackson found that A solution has emerged that user. If that is spread net or over private
Microsoft used “subterfuge networks to users, then I can The application never moves
‘barter” to indu pn cost to users. down the connection, the
tomise Java for Windows and “imped- the major IT functions, leaving If each company had to build its data does, and all maintenance
ed Java’s " the company to focus on its core own software management is done at the
With the weight of Jackson's harsh- | pusiness. then the cost would be prohibi- far end of the line.
1y worded judgement, such Application Service % Chell believes that if ASPs are
lawsuits could be the real test (ASPs) are companies that will Advocates of ASPs also stress to be successful, then a complex
of Microsoft's and take care of your IT management that - web of ASPs serving other ASPs
from anywhere in the world, con-  less of size, access to the most up- will dunl:rn “A who:mul’
2 nected to your office using the for the same fee, g develop, one
Enigma mystery internet. A new rather than forcing them to 'ASP doing billing, one doing the
Enigma, the famous German code nomenon in Irish business, ASPs  with one solution for three years Cameron Chell of the ASP industry Consortium, and INSET, Chell’s website another the
the cracking of which issald |  gre making bold claims aboutthe  because they have already paid security, and the user will just
to have led to the invention of to business, in forit. connect to one ASP at the front
is terms of convenience and in “ASPs should be like phone that a business focus its key Horizon-owned iFusion are end, providi all these ser-
b saved resources. companies - a company of 50 peo- resources - capital and people -  aware that they first have to edu- >
Stolen on 1 April, the machine is take the ple has as sophisticated a phone on building the business, noton cate the market before they sellto  That web depends on a critical
the site of the end user and pro- system asa " said building an applications infra-  it. mass of companies
charge of an Englishman last week. vide from Chell. “Now even small and medi- structure,” said Joe Flynn, man-  “The concept seems obvious and implementing ASPs, and
‘man has been released to IT um-sized have aging director of Irish ASP iFu- when it clicks,” said E-Host’s it also depends on IT managers
on bail but no details of his chargesor |  applications hosting rity,” » ‘The concept sion. “Companies, especially Robbie O'Brien. “But trying to ting in the outsourcing
identity have been released. said Cameron Chell, a US entre- ASPs themselves hope totake  gaamg start-ups, want to focus on their understand the direction it's of their own functions. If the
machine was stolen in broad who was the founding the strain of managing IT sys- business but it typically pr peo-  ASP s figures are
daylight from the museum at Bleteh- | president of the ASP Industry tems off a firm so that it can  ODVIOUS takesfive tonine months to set up have.” accurate, it seems this is exactly
WM'UBM:MW focus on its business processes when it an " Itisan Chell went  what is going to happen, and the
ot The The s n(h.rthlnlt:llnmml opera- mmrl:::hlnlnhmhmu through in the US two years ago. m:rﬂmwm
during the Second World research week which found tions. “There is a requirement W and ASPs such as E-Host or the “Itissucha for - over.
| code used by the machine was broken B departure for compa-  may
during the war, which the
German those that cause the
thomght to bo a cracial factor in the S ec no O booms are the waret Kit by the
Having been at the centre of oneof Faet Fuct ma evators “are e
l—u-n-ry‘hn-u;.-mm-l Shah. “They tended to make sim-
seems likely to suffer at the hands of to al I le Or 2 ool Dol
showers. “If it has beem: Without the complex strategies
e brokers to hedge
1n the British weather,” said the muse- ~ reag- iy
B market jitters? Esraes
- Shah.
Fexco is a broker which takes a
Net user profile i ti i ;
Ne prow This time, critics of internet exmcution-only trades ang the
internet usage research by the end of . . company's Barry O'Sullivan
the month, and the unseen results
e stock hype may be justified beteves provided 1s
Online, IMAP “If it's my money, then I will
Practitioners of Ireland E e i A . ke ‘whether or not to buy and
world’s stock markets ol websites sell a share,” he said. O'Sullivan
mm:mh:mﬂuu faced a week of turmoil, and E*Tradeand Charles Schwab. believes investors are perfectly
usage of 3,000 people is Thirdly, the web has been the capable of making decisions from
in Ireland and ml;t::ﬂ and the internet. Most of the tof a listor- of
most trusted world’s evils have, at some stage, tion that has been felt through ‘mouth and newspaper
usage patterns yet available in the been blamed on the internet, online and offline trading. so-unulmdmdoww
Whether now global financial collapse is  Through share-trading bulletin ble-edged
optimistic own view- | pnext on the list. This time, the boards, the web has allowed the
ing figures, will be as happy to see critics may be right. shady self-interested tip-offs of
usage as The case for the
will be remains to be seen. not look good. Firstly, it is tech- geographical limits of a whisper.
. nology that Now can
H H grossly over-val causing spread lies about a company’s
Car cCommuUNICations | Sty ne merkets s die —
Traffic jams need bea tortions in demand valued poten- _ value for just long enough to sell
again with the new breed of motor tial above earnings, and predic- out and move on. The odd tip that
media centre being released in the US- | tions profits. comes only serves to boost
lvﬂ:-nlllmsuru-u o Secondly, much of thisdemand  the credibility of bulletin boards. g
built-in hands-free mobile phone, come from a new breed of bulletin boards have had
company is introducing a series of - Bave sudden  big interference with share  JHE BEEV THE AGEVT OF A MASEIVE MIRKET OYSTORTION"

new
last week in London which makes it

‘take place on mobile phones. g
‘WAP phones will use the Mobility

retail customers. That informa-
tion is the work of full-time ana-
lysts and is not available to
investors who don't have an
account with a broker.

“You are not going to find a lot

Shaw of Cardbase Technolo-
gies, a smart card manufac-
turer. “Russia has a strong
reputation with a good sci
ence base, a good space pro-
gramme and a good spy net-
work, but I ;hl'l think

o | they
Shaw admitted that he
=--ly—d‘nm-*__q didn’t know where the inter-
I\ﬁ-:::;:--ﬁ“~ m:-mmmum
1o get their own back on lecturers, - mmumnm
Scathing qualified staff for a new
of B mmnﬁm
waer Finding those 50 develop-
d‘..-':au—v. R "."‘,’?,‘,:',." prob-
n&;:--ll-uu-u-n’ "M" finding those people in
3 this is being seen as a test Dublin, so what we are try-
l.!"-:"""“- ey ing to do is tell people that
alon the internet. this wekadlony o lending
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‘which will connect your car o pri especially with Net
have followed hype with their stocks,” said Babu
“We think every GM than 3 inde Jine withont usingirads,  “You are beter off looking at
= al
deserves a dial tone,” said GM e-busi- research. tional “People ke
Tepresentative Mark don’t the market in  from a broker,” said Jane Rior-
“There’s great potential - 50% ©070% | gy corner, they used internet much. and  dan of NCB NCB
:;n . to mh._t‘l‘nlr the majority of people don’t has just made all its information
8 vehicle. i s through on stocks available online to its
that bave been downloaded, and will | a
.| JeChs come in for the code
functions, they did not say
whether or not the car will come
fued with o lmshing red ight ot the - | Cardbase Technologies is

Broadband
revolution
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