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Aer Lingus pressed to bid for Kerry to keep Healy-Rae on board-

O'ROURKE: ‘No contact’

JEROME REILLY

severe
ernment to put in a bid for the
Kerry-Dublin route so they
could rely on the continued
jackie Healy-

Sunday Independent has learned.
A for the Minis-
ter for Public Enterprise,
O'Rourke, flatly denied

that
it would bid for the new three-
year public service order

which is due to start early
next year.

The spokesman insisted
Mrs O'Rourke had played no
hand, act or part in any deci-
sion by the airline in relation
to Farranfore.

A spokesman for Aer
Lingus stated they had
decided to bid purely on the
basis that the airline could
make money on the route
between

the highest level to ensure Aer
Lingus would make a bid.
Last weck Deputy Healy-
Rae of South Kerry described
the Aer Lingus decision as “a
major change of heart”.
During the past year, Aer
Lingus has  consistently
claimed that domestic routes
are losing money. They have
sold two of the Fokker 50-

is up for saie to be replaced by
BAE 146, 100-seater jets.
It is now proposed that they
use these BAE 1465 on the
Kerry route if they win the bid

which will run from February
2001 to 2004.

As well as being the subject
of contacts at the highest level
of government, Aer Lingus
came under pressure from
local interest groups
Kerry Tourism.

Expressions of interest in
the Farranfore route by Air
Aran and Irish Air Transport
were greeted coolly by Kerry
County Tourism chairwoman
Kathieen O’Regan-Shepherd,
who that
the smaller airlines could
replace the national carrier.

During the summer recess,

decision to bid on th

route followed a detailed
examination and the conclu-
sion that money could be
made on the route.

Bank of Ireland’s marketing campaign circulated 5,000 bank account numbers to strangers

Account numbers exposed
in bank security blunder

SHANE HICKEY
Xelusive
FIVE thousand Bank of Ireland
oustomers have had their account
rdmbers circulated to strangers,
ive blunder in

following a massive
the bank’s central circulation
office.

But 5,000 of the application

forms contained the names,

bers

of customers unknown to the
An

land only became aware of the

blunder after it was brought to its
attention by the Sunday

00 and £15,000.

One of our joumalists

an ion form

the confidential banking details
i of a woman completely
& The take-up of such offers to him.
m i i il After he drew the matter to the

the main banks is contribut-

= It was at least the third time in
months that customers
by the Bank of
pland to take out loans that
ny of them do not require and

d not seck.

HE late controversial novel-

Francis Stuart admired
itler’ says new book

antention of his branch at Clon-

!
i
B

ber were provided, who had been
pre-approved a loan for £1,500.

The accompanying letter,
which goes with the application
form, says: “All you have to do is
complete and return the applica-
tion form and post it back to us
in the enclosed prepaid
envelope.”

Each of the 5,000 loan appli-
cation forms sent out details the
name and address of the account
holder, their account number and
the sorting code of a bank
branch.

Mr Reid claimed that the
s

application forms

Songbird Keegan hits the low notes

EVAN FANNING
THERE'S nothing like a demoli-

2 German victory could bring | ager, Kevin Keegan, a man who
this sbout. He spoke warmly | is constanty thinking aloud.
of his admiration for the Ger- Speaking before the match yes-
it $he Sod mamy | bod ot e b 1 b
©

admivery hore incledingBis. | the hype ing the stadium
torian Anthony Cromin, was | out of their minds and to focus
made Salo or Wise Man by | on the game itself.

|
i
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was “minimal” but he said the
bank was doing its utmost to rec-
tify the situation.

He said the error occurred
when the pre-approved loans
were being sent out i
distribution centre and the feeder
dispensed the wrong application
forms to the envelopes.

Two feeders were working at
the same time and dispensed the
wrong letters to each envelope
resulting in the “collating error”

the crowd singing

the national

. il

take care of that
themselves.”

This no doubt reassured the
less experienced members of his

LOOKING ONLINE: Model Jennifer Fitzgerald with her baby son
Jacob are on view for friends at ireland's
first online photo album service

with the German national
anthem.
In the Sky studio their director
of enthusiasm, Richard Keys,
former i

probed captain,
Alan Shearer for some vital
information.

hits you — air, noise?”
didn’t answer. As the players
progressed about three steps,
Richard went in for the kill.
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Up If You Won The War, the
crowd sang.

Keegan was already standing
due to an earlier version of the
song that said something about
hating Man United. '

Those of us clever enough to
put a tenner on Germany knew
who the real winners were. Our
thoughts turned to how to spend
our winnings. is an auction
of Wembley ili
this month and I think I'll bid for
the podium from which the

have plenty of time on his hands
for such trivial pursuits.

The auction will, of course, be
covered live by Sky.
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