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A JOB-CREATION boost
for Dublin bigger than any
recent new industry in the
capital was promised
yesterday by the promoters
of the £400m Sonas Centre,
to be built on the old
Phoenix Park racecourse.

They claimed 3,000 permanent
and part-time jobs would flow from
the the massive complex with its
63,000 seater stadium, 12,000 seat
arena, 2,000 person conference
centre, 350-bed hotel and casino.

Building the complex would
result in another 3,000 jobs during
the three-year construction period,
while the Sonas Centre project
would provide a direct injection to
the country’s Gross National
Product (GNP) of some £170m and
over £400m indirectly.
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By TONY O'BRIEN

The claims were made on the
opening day of what is expected to
be a lengthy planning hearing into
the plan by Sonas Centre Ltd to
build the complex on the site of the
old 116-acre Phoenix Park race-
course in west Dublin.

_The controversial plan was
rejected by Fingal Co Council, but
has now been appealed by the devel-
oper and others. Almost 20,000
objections have been lodged, includ-
ing those frqm the horse-racing

industry,
businesses and two junior govern-
ment ministers.

But Norman Turner,
CEO of Sonas Centre Ltd,
maintained that they had
identified the need in Dub-
lin for such facilities

Slot machine gambling

et .. ‘can have grave impact’

opment on the scale
planned could not be con-

templated in the city centre
and, instead, had to be con-
sidered in a national plan-
ning context and to be
accessible by all forms of
transport from the country
in general as well as inter-
nationally.
CHALLENGE

The Phoenlx Park site
met all the necessary crite-
ria for such a development
and the 26 separate consul-
tants employed to prepare
the scheme had been given

THE PLAN to build a huge casino on
the old Phoenix Park racecourse was
strongly attacked yesterday by junior
Justice Minister Joan Burton, a local

She insisted that the proposed 1,100
slot-machine casino would be detrimental

and prostitution and any potential gain
to be made would be more than off-set
by the problems which it would give rise
0.

A traffic expert, Michael MacNicho-
las, argued that even as individual com-
ponents, the various elements of the
would place a considerable

to the area and le to the vast
majority of residents.

The Minister, who has objected to the
Sonas Centre plan, is expected to appear
as a witness before the public hearing
being held into the development by a
Bord Pleanala Inspector, Mr Simon
Clear.

a clear brief to
any adverse impact the
development might be
thought to have on both the
immediate and wider envi-
ronment.

A planning consultant,
Dr Brian Mechan, chal-
lenged the reasons for
refusal of permission and
argued that there were simi-
larities with developments
like Croke Park, the Clon-

dalkin Stadium, the Con--

vention Centre and Casino
ir. O'Connell Street and the
Dublin Leisure Dome,
which had been approved.

He maintained that the
development was in accor-
dance with the recreational,
leisure, tourism and

ol

Ina issued , Ms
Burton stated: “Slot-machine casinos are
associated with serious social problems
such as gambling addiction, drug abuse

strain on existing transport infrastructure
in the area.

Mr MacNicholas, speaking on behalf
of the West Dublin Action Group, main-
tained that combining all of the proposed
uses on one site was the kernel of the
problem.

Mr John Reid, counsel for the Action
Group, claimed that the Environmental
Impact Statement (EIS) submitted by the
developers was “fundamentally flawed.”

Expanded
Civics to

be a fixed
part of
syllabus

A NEW compulsory sub-
ject called Civic, Social and
Political Education will be
introduced into all post pri-
mary schools and students
will be obliged to take the
subject as part of their
Junior Cert exam.

The new subject will
replace civics and at least
one class period per week
will be allocated to it over
the three years of the Junior
Cert programme. The main
aim is to prepare students
for active citizenship.

P
By JOHN WALSHE
Education Editor

There will be a written
terminal exam at the end of
the third year of the course
which will be worth 40pc of
the marks. The remaining

ject carried out by the stu-
dents or else from course-
work assessment.

Students will have to
undertake at least two
action projects. For exam-
ple they might undertake a
survey of attitudes amongst
students in the school to a
particular issue or they
might research, organise

i speaks

topic.

The syllabus will be sent
to schools in the next
month with the recommen-
dation that it be introduced

The four units of study
will cover the Individual
and Cif ip; the Com-
munity, the State-Ireland;
Ireland and the World.

Collins
denies
rift with
hypnotist

By DICK CROSS in Cork
WBO Super-middleweight
champ Steve Collins yester-
day ruled out any question
of a rift between himself
and his confidante and hyp-
nosis consultant Tony
Quinn.

a news conference at the
Beamish and Crawford
in ahead of

his March 9 title fight
against challenger Neville
Browne at the Green G
Arena in Millstreet.

1t will be the champion's
first visit there since his first
victory over Chris Eubank
almost a

year to the day

Collins was quizzed
about reports that his part-
nership with Tony Quinn
might be at an end because
::dl financial disagreement

only a week ago to Tony
Quinn, who was in New
York, and he believed the
b tist would be in Mill-
street for the fight.

Asked about the public
perception outside of box-
ing circles that Tony Quinn
appeared now to be vital to
his success, Collins said he
would have no problem
going it alone

Meanwhile, Millstreet's
Noel C Duggan, who is
handling sales of the 5,000-
plus arena tickets, is
already looking even fur-
ther He wants Col-
lins to beat Brown indoors
and then fight Nigel Benn
before an open-air crowd of
up to 30,000

Garda union in
talks with ICTU

LEADERS of the Garda
Representative Association
are to meet ICTU general
secretary Peter Cassells
today to explore affiliation
to Congress.

Two successive annual
conferences of the embat-
tled association have given

Jl f
the County Development
Plan and said it did not
affect greenbelt zoning.
Bob Cotter, President of
the European division of
the Sheraton Hotel group,
said they would run the
hotel, casino and confer-
ence centre and were
excited by the project.

their a mandate
to seek Congress affiliation,
but so far no action has
been taken.

The association belicves
that as it represents the
large majority of rank-and-
file members of the force it
is entitled to enter into talks
with Mr Cassells. But offi-
cials are also anxious to

ensure that the gardai could
use opt-out clauses to avoid
involvement in strikes.

A GRA spokesman said
last night: “The Minister
for Justice has refused to
meet us in recent months
and this leaves our 6,500
members unable to express
their views. This gives us
another possible outlet.”

The Government was
due to discuss planned leg-
islation for changes in the
garda representative struc-
ture at this morning’s Cabi-
net meeting but this has
now been postponed for a
week because of the IRA
bomb in London.
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« Now you can arrange your entire mortgage from the comfort of your
nearest phone - from your initial quotation right through to getting

your cheque.

o 5o call us now and find out just how easy we can make the

mortgage process for you.

Mortgage

just ca
1-850 500 121

Our lines are open from 9am - 8.30pm Mon. to Fri. and 12 noon - 4pm Sat. & Sun.
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