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A great fighter, but a dubious champion

much noticed alongside the Roy
Jones fight the same night (for
what is generally accepted as

Steve Collins’
win last week
wasn't as big
as many made
out, writes
Eamonn McCann

Millstreet victory opens up for
him the ility of riches

the real supe: ight
title) which was networked on
Home Box Office television.

“The most important Irish
fight here around St Patrick’s
Day was the McCullough fight.
He's wonderful.”

Collins, too, is a genuine
world-class fighter. and the

years since leaving the amateur
ranks. None of his three losses
in 31 fights before Millstreet
was discreditable.

He took the great Mike Mc-

crously
" ing. But the super-
division Collins
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puts him on a par with the man
from Pensacola — much less
makes him as credible as ‘world
champion’ at the weight — is
sheer delusion.
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Millstreet match much of its
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Lansdowne, with three
games left, will almost
certainly avoid relegation now, quick
and while Ken O'Connell and his
?ummmn?mnm

Dungannon have no right to
grumble. It needn’t have
come down to a tizzy of last-
minute attacking if they

the wit to match their
possession. Their
determination to keep the

There wasn't time for the
five-metre scrum, but

Yet they could have won it
with kicking alone. Four
penalty misses, two of them
inexcusable even in a
contrary wind, compromised
their good work in the first
half and it was St Mary’s who
took their chances.
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be trouble
ahead...

may

RUGBY

may
not make it. It's a grey area,
but, even s, the question of
captaincy must come first.
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Pegasus defeat Muc

‘The shock result comes in the

IRISH CUP FINAL
Sy e
minutes of the game.

Claire McMahon was the
greatest thorn in the side of the
Muckross defence clearly
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The Irish were trailing 12-5—
their points from Wan-

derers’ flanker Jonathan
Garth's try — but levelled with

a touchdown by Cork Con cific

centre Brian Walsh, converied
by Bangor's Mark McCall.

It means

out of the competition. The
draw for the quarter-finals is:
New

RUesY
Pacific Song Kong Sevens

Tonga v Western Samoa, Fiji v
Namibia, England v Australia.

England made a more
2267 vic-

tournaments.

look England side, but in the
end sheer class subdued their
challenge.

England, making their first
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