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Israeli

minister
says give
up Golan

MIDDLE EAST

From Steven Saxe
in Jerusalem

AN Israeli minister said yesterday Israel
would have to relinquish “sovereignty”
over the Golan Heights to Syria in ex-
change for a peace treaty.

Environment  Minister Yossi Sarid.
who has participated in talks between
Israel and the PLO on Palestinian self-
rule, made the comment before a key
summit between the US and Syrian
presidents.

“Just as Israel won't be prepared for
any concession without full and secure
peace. Syria won't be ready for any con-
cession without the return of its sover-
eignty over the Golan Heights,” Sarid
told Israeli armed forces radio.

“Israel for its part. I believe, will have
1o give up its sovereignty over the Golan
Heights.”

US President Bill Clinton meets Syrian
President Hafez al-Assad in Geneva
today. hoping to break a deadlock in Is-
rael's two-year-old peace talks with
Syria.

The US-brokered talks are stalled over
the strategic Golan Heights, captured by
Israel from Syria in the 1967 Middle East
war. Syria demands a total Israeli with-
drawal.

Istael says it could pull back but wxll
not say how far or under what col
tions until Damascus agrees to what ls
rael calls *'full peace" including
embassies, open borders and trade.

“l very much hope that President
Assad ... will be much clearer on the key
issues which are the meaning of peace,
the normalisation of relations between
Syria and Israel and secumy arrange-
ments on the Golan Heights," Sarid said.

“If this will be the case, the govern-
ment of Israel for its part will have to
make ... perhaps the most important and
difficult decisions of any government
since the establishment of the state (in
1948).” he said.

Opposition leader Benjamin Neta-
nyahu, whose Likud party opposes an Is-
raeli withdrawal from the Golan, said he
had seen documents which showed the
government of Prime Minister Yitzhak
Rabin was willing to return the whole
area to Syria in stages.

“Israel is prepared. according to the
Rabin government. to implement a full
withdrawal from the entire Golan to the
'67 lines, a withdrawal in stages, and it
proposes American forces be placed (in
lh-i uavgsa):' Netanyahu told army radio.

WORLD IN BRIEF
100 die as
boats sink

@CALCUTTA — More than 100
when two pilgrim boats collided

Clashes in
Kabul kill
hundreds

AFGHANISTAN

RIVAL Afghan factions each
claimed victories as bloody
battles for power went into a
third week yesterday.

Fighting  between forces
loyal to President Burhanud-
din Rabbani and his op-
ponents resumed in eastern
Kabul after an overnight lull.
with aerial attacks and shell-
ing. a spokesman for the
Hezb-i-lslami party said in
neighbouring Pakistan.

The Hezb. headed by Prime
Minister Gulbuddin Hekma-
tyar. is allied with northern
Afghan warlord Abdul Rashid
Dostum. who started the cur-
rent round of fighting by
launching a power grab in
Kabul on New Year's Day.

Pro-Rabbani forces recap-
tured the areas of Qala-i-
Zaman and Deh Khoidad
Khan from rival forces on Fri-
day. official Kabul Radio said.

But the Hezb spokesman in
the northwestern Pakistani
town of Peshawar denied the
report. saying his group's
forces had advanced in the
eastern suburbs.

dential areas killing many
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ended its deliberations Friday
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Y 4 - panel will resume its
i tomorrow.
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people and causing extensive
damage, it said.

Both sides have rejected Pa-
kistan's appeal for a ceasefire
from Friday to allow for a
negotiated settlement. Pakis-
tan on Tuesday shut its bor-
der at the Khyber Pass, where
more than 15,000 refugees
had crossed since January 1 to
escape battles estimated to
have killed hundreds of

ple.
At least 50,000 people from
Kabul have flocked to Jalala-
bad midway between Kabul
and Pakistan since January 1,
according to UN officials.
More than 10,000
have been killed in battles fsl_x
power in Kabul since April
1992. ReuTER

Bus bombs kill
three in Turkey

THREE people were killed and
20 were injured in central
Turkey when time-! -bombs hid-
den in luggage exploded on
inter-city buses. police said
yesterday.
No group claimed responsi-
bility for the Friday night
blasts which damaged four
buses, they added. Rebel
Kurds have attacked buses in
south east Turkey in the past
but this was the first use of
bombs.

The semi-official Anatolian
news agency said police were
now searching all luggage on

buses entering and leaving Is-
tanbul. Security officials in
southeast Turkey, meanw-
hile, said troops had killgd
seven Kurdish separatists in
clashes.

The Kurdistan Workers
Party (PKK) is fighting for an
independent Kurdish home-
land in the southeast. More
than 10.600 guerrillas, sol-
diers and civilians have been
killed since 1984.

In other incidents, bombs
rocked the offices of the state
social security department
and a rightwing political
party in Istanbul ’"““"l.h-.
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